[11:4 A] 


[B] 


[C] 


[D] 


[E] 


Yodpat; Gamala Gadwad; Hadid; Ono; Jerusalem; and 
the like [M. Ar. 9:6F]. 


[M] And is it not written, “The sons of Elpaal: Eber, 
Misham, and Shemed, who built Ono and Lod with its 
towns” (1 Chron. 8:12)? 


[N] Said R. Eliezer b. R. Yosé, “In the time of the 
concubine of Gibeah the town was destroyed, and 
Elpaal arose and rebuilt it, as it is written: [‘And the 
men of Israel turned back against the Benjaminites and 
smote them with the edge of the sword, men and beasts 
and all that they found.] And all the towns which they 
found they set on fire’” (Judg. 20:48). 


[O] R. Hananiah in the name of R. Phineas: “Lod and Ono 
are the same as Gai Haharashim.” 


R. Helbo, R. Huna in the name of R. Hiyya the Elder: “All towns carry 
out their obligation to read the Megillah if they do so on the fourteenth 
of Adar, which is the proper time for reading it. [The rule that cities 
surrounded by a wall from the time of Joshua read it on the fifteenth] 
comes to teach you only that the commandments pertaining to the 
reading of the Megillah apply to the second month of Adar [should the 
year be intercalated and a second Adar added, then the Megillah is read 
in the second, not in the first, Adar].” 


R. Yosé and R. Aha were in session. Said R. Yosé to R. Aha, “[The 
statement that all towns carry out their obligation if they do so on the 
fourteenth] reasonably applies post facto. But [70b] so far as the 
proper way of doing it, [it is to be on the fifteenth, as M. Meg. 1:1C 
specifies].” 


And lo, it has been taught: In a place in which they are accustomed to 
read it on two days, they do read it on two days [e.g., because of a 
doubt as to the status of the town]. [Now, if after the fact it is 
acceptable on the fourteenth, why should such towns read the Megillah 
on two successive days?] 


He said to him, “I too maintain that view [that in such a place, the 
Megillah is read on two days, and the people do not carry out their 
obligation if they read the Megillah only on the fourteenth of Adar].” 


Said R. Mana, “And that is quite so. If someone read it on the 
fourteenth and then went and read it on the fifteenth, is it possible that 
they do not allow him to do so? [They certainly allow him to do so.] If 


